
CALIFORNIA CASA
2020/2021 Impact Report

THE
FUTURE
IS





OUR VISION
That one day every foster child in California will have 
access to the transformative service and support of a 
CASA volunteer.

OUR MISSION
California Court Appointed Special Advocates 
Association ensures that children and youth in the foster 
care system have both a voice and the services they 
need for a stable future.
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OUR VALUES



“All kids need is a little help, 
a little hope, and somebody 
who believes in them.”
– Earvin “Magic” Johnson
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Dear Friends,

California’s children and youth in foster care possess enormous potential for growth and positive 
change. They represent hope for the future, and they deserve our investment in them. That’s why 
it’s never too early to create a safe and nurturing home for a child, but it’s never too late either. 
Every young person should have a chance to thrive and a second chance at healing their past 
traumas. As we work towards a brighter future for all children, the California CASA Association 
and its network of 44 local CASA programs are making sure that no child gets left behind. 

While COVID-19 appeared to reduce the number of children who entered the California 
dependency system in 2020 (from 83,500 down to 78,989), experts are now warning that those 
statistics don’t tell the full story. In fact, numbers may skyrocket in the post-pandemic period, 
as it becomes clearer how child abuse actually increased in our state during 18+ months of 
closed schools, uncontrolled COVID-19 infections, economic stress, unemployment, evictions, 
substance abuse, and shuttered communities. 

Studies show that former foster children are almost twice as likely to suffer from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) as U.S. war veterans, and the great majority of them demonstrate 
multiple factors identified as “Adverse Childhood Experiences” (ACEs) that have been proven to 
result in later trauma, poor health, and even early death. Children who spend time in the foster 
care system need a tremendous amount of support to overcome the odds that are stacked 
against them, and research confirms that just one trusted adult in a child’s life can make a world 
of difference.  

We know that a CASA volunteer’s dedicated advocacy, support, and mentorship can have a 
lasting, far-reaching impact on a child’s present and future. Studies have shown that children 
with a CASA volunteer on their side are more likely to find a safe, permanent home, succeed 
in school, and are half as likely to reenter the foster care system. In fact, CASA advocacy can 
completely change the trajectory of a child’s life. Last year,12,947 foster children had CASA 
volunteers in California. But with an estimated 46,316 children who could benefit from a CASA, 
so much more must be done.

There is an urgent need to lift up children who have experienced abuse or neglect and fill their 
future with light. And that is what drives California CASA to deliver impactful support to our 
network through fundraising, training, legislative advocacy, marketing, and expert counsel 
and advice. We know that strengthening each CASA program, raising awareness in their 
communities, and creating connections to bring together our state’s CASA staff and volunteers 
will result in more direct services for the children and youth who need them most. 

It is thanks to you and your generosity that we can work towards this vision for a brighter future 
for our children, and we are so deeply grateful for all that you do.

Thank you!

Kevin Gardner    Sharon M. Lawrence, Esq.   
Board Chair	 	 	 Chief	Executive	Officer
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...ON COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL 
ADVOCATES (CASAs)

SHINING 
A 

Can be appointed by a judge in a local court to advocate for a child and their family.

Bring a unique level of dedication to children, families, and communities.

Are well trained and supervised by professionals at local non-profit CASA programs.

Recognize that permanency is essential to a child’s well-being.

Keep children connected to their cultural identity and family of origin.

A Court Appointed Special Advocate is a volunteer who dedicates between  
10-12 hours a month to help children who have experienced abuse or neglect: 
one caring adult, assigned to the same child, while they’re in the foster care 
system even if caregivers, schools, and other situations change. CASA  
volunteers work together with a child’s family of origin, foster family, social 
workers, attorneys, and CASA staff to build a long-term support network.  
They help kids plan for a future that’s brighter than their past.

4 CALIFORNIA CASA

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL  ADVOCATES:
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SPEAK UP 
for the best 

interests of the 
child.

TAKE ACTION 
 to ensure the safety 

and well-being of 
the child, now and 

in the future.

BUILD RESILIENCY  
and reduce the impact 
of ACEs, or Adverse 

Childhood Experiences, 
by providing support 

and stability.

LISTEN TO WHAT 
A CHILD SAYS 

 about their education, 
mental and physical 

health, and home 
environment.

SHARE THE NEEDS 
OF THE CHILD  

with other caregivers 
and the court.

CASA VOLUNTEERS:
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BUILDING 

THE CALIFORNIA CASA NETWORK

The California CASA Association connects all the state’s 44 local CASA programs, raises 
awareness for the need for CASA volunteers, and promotes legislation that benefits children in 
foster care.

CASA volunteers are assigned by judges to work on behalf of youth who have experienced 
abuse or neglect. CASA programs in counties throughout California recruit and train volunteers 
to make sure children in foster care get the support and services they need and deserve.

78,989
Children in Foster Care 

in California

$47,971,501 
Total Annual Revenue of all 

Local CASA Programs Statewide

$12,026,397
Total Value of  
Service Hours*

44
Local CASA Programs 

in California

10,105 
Active CASA Volunteers 

Statewide

51/58
California Counties 

Served by Local  
CASA Programs

503
Staff Members 

Employed by  
CASA Programs 

Statewide

12,947
Children in Foster Care 

Served by the California 
CASA Network
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*Independent Sector Rate for State of California of $33.61/hour

/ FY2020-2021

357,822 
Total Hours Contributed 

by CASA Volunteers



WE HELP LOCAL CASA 
PROGRAMS INCREASE 

THEIR IMPACT:

JUDICIAL COUNCIL FUNDING allocated to CASA programs $2,713,000

VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT FUNDS received by CASA programs $5,748,341

HOURS OF CUSTOMIZED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 6,632 hrs

VALUE OF PROGRAM SUPPORT from California CASA 
to CASA programs $1,200,000

HOURS OF LEGAL COUNSEL provided by California CASA attorneys 91+ hrs

PARTICIPANTS in California CASA Trainings 1,932

VOLUNTEER INQUIRIES sent to local programs from the 
California CASA website 1,826

MESSAGES SHARED on the California CASA announcement and 
group discussion lists 1,161
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BY THE NUMBERS 
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CASA OF SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY

1131,580

1,693

CASA OF AMADOR AND 
CALAVERAS COUNTIES

78119

197

ALAMEDA COUNTY CASA

2831,222

1,505

SACRAMENTO  CASA

2682,327

2,595

CASA OF SAN BENITO COUNTY

2834

62

CASA OF SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY 

1638,319

8,482

VOICES FOR CHILDREN SAN DIEGO

2,0821,349

3,431

SAN FRANCISCO CASA

301650

951

CASA OF MARIPOSA COUNTY

2922

51

CASA OF MERCED COUNTY

132

778

MODOC CASA

1623

39

CASA OF MONTEREY COUNTY

187212

399

NAPA CASA

13032

162

CASA OF ORANGE COUNTY

1,0472,835

3,882

PLUMAS CASA

1956

75

VOICES FOR CHILDREN RIVERSIDE

4174,036

4,453

CHILD ADVOCATES OF
PLACER COUNTY

28219

301

CHILD ADVOCATES OF 
NEVADA COUNTY 

1023

105CASA OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

217864

1,081

CHILD ADVOCATES OF 
EL DORADO COUNTY

27145

316

CASA OF FRESNO AND
MADERA COUNTIES 

3343,955

3,661

CASA OF HUMBOLDT

115

550

CASA OF DEL NORTE

4390

133

CASA OF BUTTE, GLENN, SHASTA 
AND TEHAMA COUNTIES

1621,423

1,585

CASA OF IMPERIAL COUNTY

52438

562

CASA OF THE EASTERN SIERRA

INYO AND MONO

297

36

CASA OF KERN COUNTY

3622,170

2,532

CASA OF KINGS COUNTY

70436

506

CASA OF MENDOCINO
AND LAKE COUNTIES

113359

472

CASA OF LASSEN FAMILY SERVICES

73

73

CASA OF LOS ANGELES

27,319

28,617

MARIN CASA

1057

112

CASA OF SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

164

491

CASA OF SAN MATEO COUNTY

84

279

CHILD ADVOCATES 
OF SILICON VALLEY

679

1,473

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

21936

255

CASA OF STANISLAUS COUNTY

194

988

CASA OF SONOMA COUNTY

224423

647

CASA OF TULARE COUNTY

3561,140

1,496

YOLO COUNTY CASA

167422

589

CASA OF VENTURA COUNTY

332581

913

CASA OF SOLANO COUNTY

173338

511

CASA OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

527127

654

CASA OF SISKIYOU COUNTY

46101

147

646

KERN

KINGS

MENDOCINO AND LAKE

LASSEN

LOS ANGELES

MARIN

MARIPOSAHUMBOLDT

FRESNO AND MADERA

EL DORADO

DEL NORTE

CONTRA COSTA

BUTTE, GLENN, SHASTA AND TEHAMA

AMADOR AND CALAVERAS

ALAMEDA

MERCEDIMPERIAL

MODOC SAN BENITO SANTA BARBARA

SAN BERNARDINO

SAN DIEGO

SAN FRANCISCO

SAN JOAQUIN

SAN LUIS OBISPO

SAN MATEO

SANTA CLARA YOLO

VENTURA

TULARE

STANISLAUS

SONOMA

SOLANO

SISKIYOU

SANTA CRUZ

MONTEREY

NAPA

NEVADA

ORANGE

PLACER

PLUMAS

RIVERSIDE

SACRAMENTO 

1,298 327

195

794

794

435
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“There was not a time 
when she wasn’t asking 
me how I was doing in 
school and what she 
could be doing to help.”
- Former Foster Youth, Christina about her 
CASA, Laura, San Diego County.

Total Children in foster care

Children served with a CASA

Children without a CASA

KEY
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* Number of children and non-minor dependents in foster care or 
dual status in CY2020 Data Source: CWS/CMS 2021Q1

* Number of children in foster care served from January 1, 2020 – 
December 31, 2020. Data self-reported by local CASA programs.
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In an ideal world, a child would never 
experience abuse or neglect. The reality is that 
each year, thousands of children are removed 
from dangerous home environments and placed 
in a well-intentioned but overwhelmed system. 
In 2020, the global Coronavirus pandemic 
complicated and worsened conditions 
for the most vulnerable youth in our state. 
Children who had a CASA volunteer, however, 
were able to stay connected to one reliable 
advocate though it all, and this might have 
made all the difference. A CASA recognizes 
that permanency, both legal and relational, is 
essential to a child’s well-being. They work to 
keep young people connected to their cultural 
identity, siblings, and extended family to form 
a long-term support network that will be there 
through the good times and bad, until it’s safe 
to live with their family of origin again. When 
these efforts are multiplied to support foster 
youth in every county, it can have a profound 

beneficial effect on communities. 

California Surgeon General Dr. Nadine Burke 
Harris has spent her career studying childhood 
trauma, toxic stress, and the profound 
impact on public health. “It just takes one 
stable relationship with a caring adult to help 
reverse the negative impacts on a child who 
has experienced abuse or neglect,” she has 
stated. “Many children have been placed in 
the foster care system because of abuse or 
neglect, causing both physical and emotional 
pain. These Adverse Childhood Experiences, or 
ACEs, can also lead to lifelong health problems. 
But ACEs are not destiny. Studies have shown 
that just one supportive adult in the life of a 
child can reverse some of the negative impacts 
of ACEs. A Court Appointed Special Advocate, 
or CASA, can help a child who has experienced 
abuse and neglect begin to heal from their past, 
and build a healthier future.”

87% of children in California’s foster 
care system were removed from 
their families due to neglect.  

HEALING THE 
PAST FOR

TURNING TRAUMA INTO RESILIENCY



Neglect is frequently defined  
as the failure of a parent or 
other person with responsibility 
for the child to provide needed 
food, clothing, shelter, medical 
care, or supervision to the 
degree that the child’s health, 
safety, and well-being are 
threatened with harm.
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“I can be changed by what 
happens to me, but I refuse 
to be reduced by it.”
– Maya Angelou



In 2018, Black/African American youth were overrepresented in foster care 
statewide at a rate of 4 times their share of the general population. California CASA 
is working to increase the diversity of CASA staff members, board members, 
and volunteers so that CASA better reflects the racial and other identities of 
the children served by advocates. Additionally, California CASA is increasing 
recruitment of bilingual volunteers in order to meet the needs of Hispanic/Latinx 
youth who represent half of all children in California’s foster care system.

SPOTLIGHT ON DISPROPORTIONALITY 
IN CALIFORNIA

*Source Kidsdata.Org
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47.9% OF THE POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

HISPANIC/LATINX YOUTH 

Make up

50.3%OF THE YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE but represent

5.4%
OF THE YOUTH 
   IN FOSTER CARE

OF THE POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA but represent

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN YOUTH

Make up

29.2%
22.5% OF THE YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE

OF THE POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

WHITE/CAUCASIAN YOUTH 

Make up

 but represent
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Even under ideal circumstances, the child welfare system can provide 
complex challenges for children and especially for LGBTQ+ youth. Like  
all young people in this system, they must cope with the abuse and  
neglect they may have suffered at the hands of their families or caregivers.  
But LGBTQ+ youth are also at higher risk of additional harms, including 
discrimination, institutionalization, and even abuse within the foster  
care system.

SHINING A LIGHT ON LGBTQ+ 
FOSTER YOUTH IN CALIFORNIA

↑

HAVING AT LEAST ONE 
ACCEPTING ADULT CAN 
DECREASE AN LGBTQ+ 
YOUTH’S RISK OF SUICIDE 
BY 40%

26% OF LGBTQ+ YOUTH ARE FORCED FROM THEIR 
HOMES BECAUSE OF THEIR SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
OR GENDER IDENTITY

LGBTQ+ YOUTH 

9.1% OF THE POPULATION IN CALIFORNIAMake up

OF THE YOUTH IN 
FOSTER CARE

 but represent30%

*Sources: American Academy of Pediatrics, ChildrensRights.Org, The Trevor Project
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“It’s our responsibility to show 
our communities the value of all 
people and to take a stand for 
acceptance and inclusion.”
– Julie Foudy, Women’s World Cup Champion 
and Olympic Gold Medalist  



CALIFORNIA CASA:

WE CONNECT the 44 CASA programs across California and 
provide support, advice, resources, training, opportunities 
for collaboration, and guidance to maintain a high-quality 
network that serves children’s best interests. 

WE ADVOCATE for legislation and funding that 
benefits children in foster care and the CASA 
volunteers who work on their behalf.

WE RAISE AWARENESS of issues faced by current and former 
foster youth as well as youth in the juvenile justice system, the 
benefits provided by the powerful advocacy of CASA volunteers, 
and the need for more advocates across the state.
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TRAINING  
Our program ranges from a multi-day leadership “boot-camp” for Executive Directors filled with 
courses on fundraising, human resources, dependency law, and networking opportunities to 
webinars and in-person classes with expert lecturers and child-welfare specialists for CASA staff 
and volunteers.

ADVOCACY
We provide leadership at the state level communicating the CASA mission and message and use 
our collective voice to speak up for policies and legislation that will benefit children and youth in 
the foster care system.

SUPPORT
We identify funding and partnership opportunities to meet the needs and goals of local 
CASA programs so they can recruit more volunteer advocates, increase awareness in their 
communities, and help more children who have experienced abuse and neglect build a  
brighter future.

CONNECTION
We bring together CASA leadership, staff, and volunteers through multiple communication tools 
and regular in-person and online gatherings. As a central contact point for 44 CASA programs, 
we ensure the collective tools and knowledge of our network are shared throughout the state.

AWARENESS
We raise the visibility of the CASA mission and the needs of youth and children in foster care 
through large-scale, statewide marketing campaigns, public service announcements, public 
relations, and strategic partnerships.

We are proud to support and strengthen CASA programs so they can provide 
direct services to children who have experienced abuse and neglect and recruit 
more volunteer advocates for youth in foster care through:

50% Foster children who are assigned a CASA 
are 50% less likely to re-enter the foster 
care system.

THROUGHOUT 
CALIFORNIA
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“Without exception, the expertise and 
collaborative approach of the staff at 
California CASA have been instrumental 
to the success of our program during a 
complicated year. All of us at CASA of 
Monterey County have benefited from 
the leadership, technical assistance and 
support, program knowledge, fundraising 
and marketing tools,and patient and 
informed financial advice. We are more 
grateful than I can say for their partnership.”

–BETH WILBUR, Executive Director, 
CASA of Monterey County

MONTEREY

TO LOCAL CASA 
PROGRAMS & STAFF

“The individualized support we received from California CASA staff 
has been instrumental in overcoming some of the most pressing 
challenges non-profit leaders face. The facilitated monthly marketing 
meetings have given us invaluable fundraising ideas and tips on 
social media and marketing. Just being able to discuss successes 
and challenges with other programs has been so beneficial. 
Additionally, continuing education and training opportunities for staff 
and volunteers are easily accessible and have helped us stay at the 
forefront of child advocacy in our community.”

–AMY TRAVIS, Executive Director, CASA of Kern County

KERN



SAN FRANCISCO

“California CASA raised awareness about our 
program through the New York Times annual 
Holiday Impact Prize Column. This not only caused 
our December 2020 website visits to increase 54% 
from the previous December, but also led to record 
enrollment in our training class for new volunteers 
in January 2021. Our December donations were 
also double what we received in the previous year, 
and we increased the amount of youth served by 
advocates in our county by almost 20%.”
–PAUL KNUDSEN, Director, Development and 
Communications, San Francisco CASA

SACRAMENTO

RIVERSIDE

“Sometimes, I hear other nonprofit leaders say how lonely 
their roles can be. California CASA provides resources 
and facilitates collaboration for the state’s local CASA 
programs so that their leaders, staff, volunteers, and 
board members have access to mission-specific support 
that is unique in the social sector.”
–JESSICA MUÑOZ, ESQ., MFS, Executive Director, 
Voices for Children, Riverside

“The California CASA team has helped us engage a broader base of the community through leadership 
tools, expert advice, and marketing and outreach campaigns on television and on the radio in our 
region. We are seeing an increased volunteer interest and greater awareness of our program and the 
impact it has on children in the foster care system.”

-CAROL NOREEN, JD, Executive Director, CASA of Sacramento County
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As an educational rights holder, a 
CASA has the legal authority to attend 
teacher conferences, monitor grades 
and keep track of progress, and ensure 
the court provides the student with 
access to the services that they need 
to succeed in school and beyond.
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For a child, a CASA represents a stable, 
trusted relationship with an adult, something 
that studies have shown will create long-
term benefits, even when that child has 
faced significant hardships. By consistently 
being “the voice” for foster children in court, 
the classroom, and the community, these 
well-trained and closely supervised CASAs 
help to mitigate the trauma of abuse and the 
unintended negative impacts of foster care. 

Experts agree that children do best when 
they can safely remain with their parents or 
with other family members. CASA volunteers 
work with specialists and service providers to 
identify and make recommendations aimed 
at keeping families intact or returning children 
safely to family members or other relatives. 
When that is not possible, advocates work to 
help the child reach another safe and stable 
forever home. 

As trusted adult mentors in their lives, they 
help children find their own special talents 
like music or sports and can ask the court to 
ensure they can take part in extracurricular 

activities. In fact, youth with a CASA volunteer 
are more likely to participate in hobbies, be 
enrolled in an appropriate educational setting, 
graduate from high school on time, and attend 
college or vocational school. Transition age 
youth who remain in the foster care system as 
legal adults are more likely to access services 
and support if they are assigned a CASA and 
more likely to remain financially independent 
and housed.

Testimonial evidence from former foster youth 
themselves speaks to the most powerful 
impact of a CASA; a sense of well-being and 
belonging, and a feeling that someone cared 
about them when they felt the most alone in 
the world. In addition to the basic needs of 
food, clothing and shelter, all children deserve 
to feel loved and accepted and that they have 
a bright future in front of them. California 
CASA, together with local CASA program staff 
and volunteers, are working to lift up youth 
across the state and fill their future, and the 
communities they live in, with light.

27.9% High school dropout rate 
for foster youth in 2019

FOR  
A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE
ONE CHILD AT A TIME
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STAFF

Sharon M. Lawrence, Esq.  
Chief	Executive	Officer

Joan Reilly, MBA 
Chief	Financial	and	Operations	Officer

Anne Farrell 
Chief	Philanthropy	Officer

Kathryn Mathews 
Chief Program Director

The Hon. Carol Isackson (ret.) 
Senior Policy Advisor

Jessica Ballenger  
Marketing and Communications Director

Jody Hudson  
Grants and Philanthropy Director

Johana Orozco  
Program Assistant 
(Through November 2021)

Holley Moore, MA  
Grants and Philanthropy Director  
(Through June 2021) 

Teresa Romney  
Chief Program Director  
(Through May 2021)

CONSULTING ATTORNEYS

Allison Cruz, Esq. 
Georgina Dews, Esq. 
Matt Dente, Esq.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kevin Gardner, Chair
Katy Carlsen, M.D., F.A.A.P., Vice Chair
Howard Slayen, Treasurer
Sarah Delaney Rosendahl, Secretary
Shelley Brown
June Collison
Nancy Banning Doyle
Michelle Griffin 
Wende Julien, J.D. 
Marie Kennedy
Don Kleinfelder 
Elisa Mendel 
Kim Moore
Allyson Pfeifer
The Hon. Arnold Rosenfield (ret.)
Robert Smith
Lisa Spinali 
Jan-Yu Weng 

Kevin Gardner, Chair
Michelle Griffin, Vice Chair
Howard Slayen, Treasurer
Allyson Pfeifer, Secretary
Sarah Delaney Rosendahl, 
Executive Committee At-Large Member
Lisa Spinali,  
Executive Committee At-Large Member 
Shelley Brown
Katy Carlsen, MD, FAAP
June Collison
Nancy Banning Doyle
Renée Espinoza 
Wende Julien, J.D. 
Marie Kennedy 
George Lai
Elisa Mendel 
Kim Moore
The Hon. Arnold Rosenfield (ret.)
Robert Smith
Tyrone Roderick Williams, MCP

As of 10/5/2021

FY2020-2021 

FY2021-2022 

FY2021-2022 

California CASA Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (IRS Tax I.D. 
#68-0163010) and all donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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“We owe our children, the 
most vulnerable citizens 
in our society, a life free 
of violence and fear.”
– Nelson Mandela
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This past year challenged California CASA and our state network as never before, as we lived 
through the COVID-19 pandemic that swept across the state and nation, shut down communities, 
and caused grief, pain, and economic paralysis up and down California. It was especially hard 
for our 44 CASA programs, their volunteers, and the foster children they serve. California CASA 
pivoted to focus considerable energies to ensure that the local programs could continue to 
support their volunteers and children. We worked to conserve resources, operate efficiently, and 
find needed support for the local CASA programs. We ended the fiscal year with a surplus, which 
contributes to our own sustainability plan for the future.

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
FY2020-2021 & FY2019-2020

REVENUES         FY2020-2021        FY2019-2020
Individuals $792,671 $722,756
Foundations $739,188 $707,565
Government $431,831 $428,595 
Corporate Giving $13,830 $35,590
Contributed Goods & Services $19,692 $17,637
Interest/Other Revenue $2,948 $12,012
Total Revenue:  $2,000,160 $1,924,155
  
EXPENSES  
Program Expenses $1,204,682 $1,266,781 
Management & General $113,165 $95,012
Fundraising $209,823 $220,773
Total Expenses:  $1,527,670 $1,582,566
  
Change in Net Assets:  $472,490 $341,589
Net Assets at Beginning of Year:  $819,738 $478,149
Net Assets at Year End:  $1,292,228 $819,738

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
FY2020-2021 & FY2019-2020

ASSETS FY2020-2021 FY2019-2020
Current Assets  $2,147,990 $1,599,310
Other Assets  $0 $0
Total Assets   $2,147,990 $1,599,310

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
Current Liabilities  $770,345 $720,576 
Other Liabilities  $85,417 $58,996 
Total Liabilities  $855,762 $779,572
Total Net Assets  $1,292,228 $819,738
Total Liabilities & Net Assets  $2,147,990 $1,599,310

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Our auditor is R.J. Ricciardi, Inc., Certified Public Accountants, San Rafael. Complete financials are available at 
www.californiacasa.org



EXPENSES
At California CASA, nearly 80% of expenses support program services, encompassing our 
work with the network of 44 local CASA programs statewide that impact the lives of California’s 
children in foster care. Financial management was overseen by the Board Treasurer Howard 
Slayen and the Finance Committee, working with Chief Financial and Operations Officer 
Joan Reilly.

CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT
California CASA, a private, non-profit organization, is supported by an increasing number of 
individuals, foundations, corporations, and government agencies. Because of their generosity, 
total revenues increased to $2,000,160. The entire organization operates within a culture of 
philanthropy, and fundraising success this year was due to the teamwork of the Board of 
Directors, CEO Sharon Lawrence, Chief Philanthropy Officer Anne Farrell, and all members of 
the staff.

INDIVIDUALS

GOVERNMENT 

FOUNDATIONS

21.6%

39.6%

37%

CORPORATE 0.7%
INTEREST/ 

OTHER REVENUE
1 .1%

PROGRAM EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL

13.7%

7.4%

78.9%

SOURCES OF 
SUPPORT

FY2020-2021 

EXPENSES 
FY2020-2021 
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The California CASA Association is a private, nonprofit organization that depends on 
the generosity and tax-deductible donations of individuals, foundations, corporations, 
and government agencies to sustain our operations. That has never been truer than 
during this past pandemic year, and we are so grateful. In Fiscal Year 2020-2021, the 
donors below* provided the resources that allowed us to serve our network of 44 local 
CASA programs throughout our state. In turn, our network provided extraordinary 
support and advocacy to 12,947 abused, neglected children in California foster care. 

WITH

STELLAR SUPPORTERS 
($100,000+)
Anonymous Friend of CASA
California Governor’s Office of  
Emergency Services
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Lily Lai Foundation
Our Little Light Foundation 
Walter S. Johnson Foundation

CHAMPIONS  
($25,000 - $100,000)
Judicial Council of California
National CASA/GAL Association
Michelle Griffin and Tom Parker
Rust Consulting Inc.
Kevin Gardner and Paul Morrell
Sarah Delaney Rosendahl and Carl 
Rosendahl
Anonymous Friends of CASA
Van Löben Sels/RembeRock Foundation
CPT Group, Inc.
Shelley and Steve Brown

GUARDIANS 
($7,500 - $25,000)
Zachary Scott and Carly Hall
Katy and Dale Carlsen
Robert Smith
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Howard Slayen
Donna and John Warnken-Brill
Sharon M. Lawrence and Darin Boles
Allyson Pfeifer
George Lai

DEFENDERS 
($2,000 - $7,500)
Apple Inc.
Lisa Spinali

Marie Kennedy
Patrick Townzen
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Glynn Capital Management LLC
Maryanne and Irv Pfister
The Hon. Arnold D. Rosenfield (ret.)  
and Phyllis Rosenfield
Elisa Mendel
Jan-Yu and Jumiana Weng
Nancy Banning Doyle and David Doyle
Trista Lipe
Madeleine Seiwald
Fred Nadel and Paula Phelan
Jeffrey Sherman
Kimberly and Scott Moore 
Wendelyn Julien, JD
J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
Anne Farrell and Dr. John Farrell
Netflix
Vivian Loh Nahmias
Patricia Stull
Kevin and Sami Rosenthal
Joan Reilly and Satinder Raina

PROTECTORS 
($500 - $2,000)
Phoenix Settlement Administrators
Katherine and Britt Joyce
Linda and Stephen Burum
Vanguard Charitable
Eva Childs
Gigi Cramer
Matthew Cundari, DreamCarXchange, LLC
Kathryn Ashworth Esq. and  
The Hon. Thomas Ashworth III (ret.)
Susan Chase
June Collison
AnneElise Goetz, Esq.
Valerie Ho and Dinesh Joshi
Bonnie and Thomas Marx
Applied Materials Foundation
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*Donors between July 1, 2020, and October 5, 2021.

Arthur and Charlotte Zitrin Foundation
Beth Carlsen
Ruth T. and Edward B. Evans
First Bank CRA Community Awards Program
Allaire Mandanis
Microsoft Employee Giving Program
Romi Othaku
Jori Potiker
Jeff Wagner
Harvey Yaw
Nancy Katz
William B. Patterson
Pamela Burdman
Simon Gibson and Amy Hyde
Meaghan Halligan
Jessica Joyner Fine Art
Teresa Romney
Iola Brown
Jade Tran
Wells Fargo Foundation
Richard and Roberta Cummings
Elizabeth Fournier
Michelle McGaughy
Allen Sciutto
Cheryl Weaver
Don Kleinfelder
Holley and Jon Moore
Elizabeth Cain
The Hon. Leonard Edwards (ret.)  
and Margie Edwards
Pam Hummel Briq
Charles Johnson
Harvey and Gay Kaplan
Nia Community Fund, Arfa Ahmed
Kurt Oetiker
Lori Stewart
Danny Tomasello
Nexkey

FRIENDS 
($250 - $500)
Paul Bernstein
Forrest Fleming
Tracy and Nick Freedman
Chevron Humankind Matching Employee 
Funds
Andrea Walne Lamari and Austin Lamari
Tyson Kopczynski
Gerald Brady, Silicon Valley Bank
Jessie Guest
Carol Noreen, CASA Sacramento
Rupa Patel, Cleo
Autodesk Inc.
Maria Teresa Aguado de Ros
Sarah Durkton

Kris Snodgrass
Lara Kilpatrick
Cathie Lancaster, CASA of Merced County
Samuel Lau
Nancy and Yu Hung Lui
Deborah Donovan
Amazon Smile Foundation
Mia Belli
The Hon. Laura Birkmeyer and Steve Untiedt
Kate Fagan
Karla Franklin
Mary Gilg and Tony Cheng
Nicole Gordon
Jennifer Greenberg
Scott Lawrie
Denis J. Loiseau
Nassim Marhamat
Jennifer Ok
Ivan Paladin
Amy Quach
Sue Schaffner
Michael Schmitt
Mark Stepanek
Olivia Williams
Clay Young
Jacquelyn Carr, Goals on the Rocks
Ann Wrixon, CASA of Contra Costa County
Joanna Cook
Dee Coravos
Cristina Cordova
Martin Cseh
Kayla Hinderscheid, Menlo Ventures
Adrienne Hirt and Jeffrey Rodman
Drew Levin
Matthew Margolin, Barclay’s Capital Inc.
Sandra Nishikawa
Frank and Lois Noonan
Barbara Poole
Sarah Rogers, Glynn Capital Management
Carol Stanley
Marlene and Martin Stein
Crystal Sullins 
Leah Tremblay
Jeanell VanDusen
Wonderful Giving
Stephen Zalewski
Jessica Ballenger and Sylvio Carota
Dana Franklin
Jeffrey Nolan
Kathryn and Greg Mathews
Ginni Ring
Regina Sullivan Klein



The donors below have collectively contributed $7,300,000 to California 
CASA in the period from 2015 to 2021, and have provided a bedrock of 
support for our growth and for the progress of California’s local CASA 
programs. We are very grateful!

VISIONARIES  
FOR CALIFORNIA’S 
CHILDREN
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“It makes me happy just to 
know I can give back to society 
in some small way.”
- Tamra, CASA Volunteer, Alameda County

Anonymous Friend of CASA

Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

California Governor’s Office of  
Emergency Services

Walter S. Johnson Foundation 

Rust Consulting Inc. 

Judicial Council of California 

Our Little Light Foundation 

Dhal Administration 

Kaiser Permanente, Northern California 

Lily Lai Foundation 

National CASA/GAL Association 

Van Löben Sels/RembeRock 
Foundation 

Zellerbach Family Foundation 

Shelley and Steve Brown

Kaiser Permanente Southern California 

The Stuart Foundation 

Kevin Gardner and Paul Morrell

Sarah Delaney Rosendahl and  
Carl Rosendahl

Anonymous Friends of CASA

Marcled Foundation

Robert Smith

Michelle Griffin and Tom Parker

Simpluris Class Action Settlement 

Katy and Dale Carlsen

The Hon. Patricia Bresee (ret.)

Zachary Scott and Carly Hall

Donna and John Warnken-Brill 



California CASA, a private, nonprofit organization, is working hard throughout the state so that 
one day we can serve every child in our foster care system who needs a CASA. 

Together, we can achieve this goal. 
Financial contributions to California CASA ensure local programs get the necessary training and 
support to recruit CASA volunteers and match them with abused and neglected children in need 
as well as provide a voice for those children at the California state legislature and beyond.

HELP THEM BUILD A 
FUTURE THAT’S BRIGHTER 
THAN THEIR PAST

BE THE

MAKE A DIRECT TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION, a stock transfer, a gift through your 
employer’s matching gift program, or an estate gift. IRS Tax I.D. #68-0163010. 

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO SUPPORT California CASA with charitable donations.

BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.  Find your local program on our website  
www.californiacasa.org.

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT CASA to your colleagues, friends, and family.

JOIN OUR ONLINE SOCIAL MEDIA NETWORK on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
and Instagram.

HERE ARE WAYS YOU CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD

JOIN THE CASA 
MISSION 

to empower the youth  
in our state!
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OUR NETWORK OF  
CASA PROGRAMS 
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COUNTY SERVED NAME OF LOCAL CASA PROGRAM
ALAMEDA Alameda County CASA
AMADOR CASA of Amador And Calaveras Counties
BUTTE CASA of Butte, Glenn, Shasta, and Tehama Counties
CALAVERAS CASA of Amador and Calaveras Counties 
CONTRA COSTA CASA of Contra Costa County
DEL NORTE CASA of Del Norte
EL DORADO Child Advocates of El Dorado County
FRESNO CASA of Fresno and Madera Counties
GLENN CASA of Butte, Glenn, Shasta, and Tehama Counties
HUMBOLDT CASA of Humboldt
IMPERIAL CASA of Imperial County 
INYO CASA of the Eastern Sierra
KERN CASA of Kern County
KINGS CASA of Kings County
LAKE CASA of Mendocino and Lake Counties
LASSEN CASA of Lassen Family Services
LOS ANGELES CASA of Los Angeles
MADERA CASA of Fresno and Madera Counties
MARIN Marin CASA
MARIPOSA CASA of Mariposa County
MENDOCINO CASA of Mendocino and Lake Counties
MERCED CASA of Merced County
MODOC Modoc CASA
MONO CASA of the Eastern Sierra
MONTEREY CASA of Monterey County
NAPA Napa CASA
NEVADA Child Advocates of Nevada County
ORANGE CASA of Orange County
PLACER Child Advocates of Placer County
PLUMAS Plumas CASA
RIVERSIDE Voices for Children Riverside
SACRAMENTO Sacramento CASA
SAN BENITO CASA of San Benito County
SAN BERNARDINO CASA of San Bernardino County
SAN DIEGO Voices for Children San Diego
SAN FRANCISCO San Francisco CASA
SAN JOAQUIN CASA of San Joaquin County
SAN LUIS OBISPO CASA of San Luis Obispo County
SAN MATEO CASA of San Mateo County
SANTA BARBARA CASA of Santa Barbara County
SANTA CLARA Child Advocates of Silicon Valley
SANTA CRUZ CASA of Santa Cruz County
SHASTA CASA of Butte, Glenn, Shasta, and Tehama Counties
SISKIYOU CASA of Siskiyou County
SOLANO CASA of Solano County
SONOMA CASA of Sonoma County
STANISLAUS CASA of Stanislaus County
TEHAMA CASA of Butte, Glenn, Shasta, and Tehama Counties
TULARE CASA of Tulare County
VENTURA CASA of Ventura County
YOLO Yolo County CASA
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MAILING ADDRESS
3525 Del Mar Heights Rd. #243
San Diego, CA 92130-2122
(510) 663-8440

WWW.CALIFORNIACASA.ORG

@CALIFORNIACASA

@CALIFORNIA.CASA

@CALIFORNIACASA

SOCIAL 

California CASA is a member of the National CASA/GAL Association

This publication was supported by funding awarded by federal grant through the 
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Assistance Formula Grant Program (KR20031805) 
through the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).


